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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will explore the dominant American themes of race and prejudice are explored. Students will read and examine longer
and more complex works of literature. After extensive small and large group discussions, students will develop a thesis on a theme or motif
central to the text. Students will then write an essay using textual evidence, formal voice, and other scholarly conventions. The primary
instructional resources for this unit are Of Mice and Men and To Kill a Mockingbird.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 8

Cite the textual evidence that most
strongly supports an analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.1
Determine a theme or central idea of a
text and analyze its development over
the course of the text, including its
relationship to the characters, setting,
and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue
or incidents in a story or drama propel
the action, reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a decision.

T1 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T2 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts
in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T3 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T4 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T5

Thematic: Through producing and consuming texts, students will gain insight into the nature of
prejudice and understanding.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U105) Great literature is intentionally
crafted to explore enduring human themes
transferable across time and place.

Q1 (Q104) How does what I read (e.g., genre,
text structure, story elements) influence how I
should read? (2-12)
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3
Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words
or phrases based on grade 8 reading
and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.8.4
Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of
specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to
other texts. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 13 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.4
Compare and contrast the structure of
two or more texts and analyze how the
differing structure of each text
contributes to its meaning and style.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.5
Demonstrate understanding of
figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.5
With some guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach, focusing on how
well purpose and audience have been
addressed. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.5
Analyze how differences in the points of
view of the characters and the
audience or reader (e.g., created
through the use of dramatic irony)
create such effects as suspense or

U2 (U106) Critical readers (reflect on and)
question the text, consider different
perspectives, and look for author bias.
U3 (U202) Readers recognize that authors
do not always say things directly or literally;
sometimes they convey their ideas indirectly
(e.g., metaphor, satire, irony, connotation).
U4 (U402) Readers make meaning through
close reading of the text(s) and personal
connections to the topic.
U5 (U103) Readers support their
conclusions (inferences and interpretations)
by citing appropriate evidence within the
text.
U6 (U304) By comparing texts, readers
often gain greater insight into those texts.
U7 (U701) Writers use a recursive process
(e.g. planning, drafting, revising, editing,
and publishing) to hone their piece.
U8 (U601) To be effective, writing
(arguments, explanatory, narrative) must be
supported with sound evidence, sufficient
detail, and/or valid reasoning.
U9 (U900) Rules of grammar and mechanics
are conventions of language that guide
writers and readers through the text.
U10

Thematic:Evolving from a deep-rooted
prejudice requires strategic planning and
perseverance to change the actions and
mindsets of individuals.

U11

Thematic: People are connected by shared
experience, identity, and/or mutual
compassion for one another.

Q2 (Q305) What does a close (careful) reading
require? (K-12)
Q3 (Q206) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q4 (Q108) How do people, events, and ideas
change/develop within the text? (K-12) Whose
voices are heard/not heard? (6-12)
Q5 (Q110) What does this text mean to me?
What connections can I make? (K-12)
Q6 (Q207) What connections/insights can I gain
by comparing two or more texts? (K-12)
Q7 (Q702) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q8 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this particular
genre? (2-12)
Q9

Thematic: What causes people to stand up
against prejudice?

Q10

Thematic: How do the viewpoints of authority
figures affect the beliefs and actions of others?

Q11

Thematic: How does America overcome the
problems of prejudice? When do the problems
crush the individual?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills
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humor. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.6
Analyze the extent to which a filmed or
live production of a story or drama
stays faithful to or departs from the
text or script, evaluating the choices
made by the director or actors.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.7
Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or
character types from myths, traditional
stories, or religious works such as the
Bible, including describing how the
material is rendered new. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.8.9
Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.8.9
By the end of the year, read and
comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, at the high
end of grades 68 text complexity band
independently and proficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.10

K1

Students will know definition of the
following: motif, symbolism,
allusion, dilemma, imagery, irony, paradox,
point of view.

K2

Understand theme and how it is used in
novels.

K3

Understand the components of a formal
essay including introduction, body,
conclusion, thesis statement,
lead, and transitions.

K4

Understand the basic rules of citation in
scholarly writing.

S1

Infer subtle and nuanced meanings in texts
through close reading

S2

Determine themes and analyze their
development over the course of the texts

S3

Recognize figurative language, connotation,
allusion, and analogy

S4

Draw connections among texts (trans-textual
connections)

S5

Recognize the historical context surrounding
dominant themes in American literature

S6

Use the writing process to compose a thesis-
driven exploration of a theme, motif, or other
literary device central to a text

S7

Use textual evidence to support their analysis
of texts

S8

Write a formal essay, using effective
introduction, body and conclusion
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